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have tried to take into account the new scholarship and fresh points of view. I have also added a chapter on the intellectual and cultural interests of the 1950s. Whatever its shortcomings, this chapter has profited from the criticisms of my seminars and of friends, particularly Irvin G, Wyllie, Kendall Birr, Fulmer Mood, and Louis C. Hunter, and of my daughter, Martha Wohlforth.
I want to express my appreciation to Gail Bremer, who did tedious checking, and to Mildred Lloyd, who typed and retyped portions of the present edition of The Growth. But my main debt is to Raymond J. Wilson who, as my research assistant, carefully analyzed the text of the 1951 edition in relation to the recent monographic and interpretative literature.
Many basic books, old and new, are available to scholars, teachers, and students of intellectual history, often in inexpensive paperback form. Despite this rich supply, I dare to hope that the comprehensive synthesis of The Growth of American Thought, together with its revised discussion of specific problems, will guarantee its future usefulness. I hope, too, that the book may continue to suggest themes and problems for investigation.
Merle Curti
January, 1964